Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Meeting Notes
Date:

Aug 10, 2019

Place:           Loon Lake Chapel

Time:

9:00 a.m.
Attending:  Jack and Susan Pryor, Jean and Doug Whitney, Matt and Bridget Quibell, Gordon Barron, Rob Hughes, Dede Ranger, Karen Monroe, Alice Publow, John Hayden, Ed Sick, Bob Reynolds, Eric Busch (by phone)
Minutes from last meeting:  Reviewed and approved
LLWP 

1. Pavilion - Rob Hughes (science teacher at WayCo) presented many alternatives. The 20’x24’ option was selected.  This building will require a 23’x27’ concrete slab.  Slab needs to be poured this fall,  Bob and his class will construct the building frame in May of 2020.  Hemlock wood will be purchased from an Amish concern in Belfast.  The wood will have one coat of stain.  The roof and any other construction will be the responsibility of the LLWIA (see attachments for drawings)\
2. Manager’s report:

The rest of the barbed wire has been removed and taken to recycling.

Two poplars and a willow tree have been removed at the site for the footbridge over the creek at the dead end of Davis Rd. Ben Green of Benjamin Tree Care donated his services. The site is now ready for the 30 foot bridge.

Kevin Kilbourne is working to get the precast footbridge abutments donated.

Stan and his crew now have a crane in addition to the fire truck for high work. They are dismantling the frame and have removed about 15 large beams.

We hope to do the dredging of the wetland fill during the first half of September. Jeff Parker of Steuben Soil and Water estimates the work will take two days, including removing the “hump”. We plan to use much material to grade the main barn site including the basement area. We will stockpile any additional clean gravel and soil for later use. We also plan to bury the remaining metal piece of dock.

We plan to determine the pavilion location around the Sept 14 board meeting so the concrete pad can be poured this fall. Folks are encouraged to wander the field on their own to be comfortable weighing in on location. Views, elevation, and access are things to consider. Before a final decision we will mow so we can see land contours and determine any grading and rock or gravel needed.
Treasurer’s Report:

 
General:   $5134.36      Capital:  $22,770      Total:  $27,904.36
Chicken dinner results:  Total Income of $1,700 – Expenses of  $841.74

 = Profit of $858.26  

              Note 1:  Thanks to Paula and Bernie Thoma for covering the advertising costs and

       for transporting and displaying the silent auction items at the dinner pick up site
              Note 2:  A generous donor paid for 50 dinners which were donated to Veterans

                  and Firemen
Board of Directors:

1. Election of Officers and Board members- all up for re-election were re-elected
2. Hilary will be a non-voting member.
Committee Review/Update - deferred
Miscellaneous Items:

1. Celebrate the Lake:  50/50 raffle;  auction at 6:30 p.m;  some barn beams and the old property dock are also available
2. NYSFOLA Oct. 19, 9-3 at Moonwink’s in Cuba, NY (Bob, Alice, John and maybe Eric will car pool)
3. It is recommended that walkers around the lake carry a bag to pick up trash when possible.
4. GVC:  Ben Gajewski (Executive Director) could not attend.  Will reschedule.
5. Knotweed experiment:  Tarps are working – sort of.  Untarped area must be weed whacked every week.  Probably best way to eliminate knotweed is to back-hoe it out and then plant trees to create a “forest” since knotweed will not grow in forested areas.
6. Brockport visit

1. On August 29, two professors from Brockport met with Alice and Eric at LLWP to explore the Preserve for potential student projects. Katie Amatangelo, terrestrial vegetation, and Andie Graham, wetland studies, trudged through weed and brush and into the stream indentifying vegetation and making suggestions. The biggest problem they saw was an invasive wetland plant called Canary Reed Grass. they recommended spot chemical treatment for the patches amid the ‘good’ native plants. Reseeding with natives should be considered in the areas where bare soil is exposed after excavation of the fill dirt this fall. Alice will try to locate the seed. A possible student project is a full survey identifying all vegetation on LLWP.

2. Ben Scott, professor from Alfred, contacted LLWIA for suggestions for a class project for his up coming class. Eric would like to see a map of the LLWP trails highlighting spots of interest such as habitat, vegetation identification etc. Ben was excited about the possible project and will research Alfred resources for such assistance with graphics and publish read brochures and/or signs. 

Next Meeting:
John proposed that the Sept 14, 2019 meeting start with a Preserve site walk to discuss where the gazebo should be built.  We would then convene to John’s house for the meeting.
