Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance
Meeting Minutes
Date:

October 13, 2018

Place:           John Hayden’s, 21 East Lake Rd.

Time:

9:00 am

In attendance: (out of 11) Board members: Eric Busch, John Hayden, Alice Publow, Bob Reynolds, Ed Sick, Diane Willey
OTHERS: Bernie Thoma 
Meeting procedures: Alice
1. Minutes were approved as written.

2. Action Items: Items that need follow up action by an individual will be Bold and in green as a reminder.
Treasurer’s Report: Bob 
1. General Fund is $6,654.68

2. Capital Fund is
$13,820 (with $10K in CD) [Amount due on loans is $52,000]
3. Payment of Bills: No bills paid this month. The dumpster bill has still not arrived. Bob will call Lippincott’s and request an invoice. Electric bill for Sept. is for $27.00, leaving a credit of $60.92. Usage was 92 kwh.

4. Bob has resigned as treasurer and Karen Monroe was unanimously approved as the next treasurer.

5. The CHAR500 State tax form is the same as last year, but we have to file the 990EZ Federal form as we had much income and loans.  Bob has both forms and attachments completed and will review with John as the next step.
Auditors Committee:


Bernie said he will meet with Audit Committee to finish the audit after Karen has uploaded last fiscal year into the new accounting software. With LLWIA’s treasury much larger, the tax filing is more complicated. The committee has already begun to compile information.
Mission Statement: 


1. A request to shorten the LLWIA mission statement
(LLWIA is) dedicated to enhancing, preserving and protecting the quality of Loon Lake, its adjacent water bodies, and its watershed extending to the Chesapeake Bay watershed through the promotion of responsible, effective environmental and educational programs. Our mission is to preserve and protect this regionally unique resource as a pristine legacy for future generations. 


The board decided to adopt “Working to Enhance, Preserve and Protect the Quality of Loon Lake and its Watershed” as LLWIA working mission statement. They felt it was not necessary to change the by laws at this time.
ISSUE:  Onsite Waste Treatment Systems (OWTS)
1. Town Meeting: 

2. At the October 8 Wayland town board meeting, Carol Mykel reported on the Rural Development Grant that may help pay for a feasibility study for sewage treatment on Loon Lake. This grant requires applicant to pay 25% of costs that are eligible (up to $35,000) if the proposed project proceeds. The town proposed forming a sewer district at Loon Lake to tax residents for all costs incurred. Approval of 75% or homeowners was suggested by Carol. Much discussion ensued. Bernie will try to check with Conesus Lake for information on their experience with sewer installation.
ISSUE:  Storm Water and Sediment Control
1. Remediation of Mill Race:

Bob reported that the 2’ culverts were replaced with 4’ diameter culverts at the same level in the detention pond. Remediation is also being done on the Millrace and its entrance into LL.
ISSUE: Loon Lake Wetland Preserve
1. Project Manager’s Report: 

Eric handed out a printed report. 

a. He said a lock was put on the outside storeroom door. John suggested a coded lock box for the key. John will research.
b. Opposition was expressed to relocation of the electric main to a pole with a constant on security light. Reasons for the opposition included light pollution, light trespass and cost.

2. Alice’s Preserve report:

a. Tree planting: Tree planting has been slowed because of the rain. Alice, Paula and Sue worked in the rain anyway, but about 20 trees remain to be planted as well as winterizing the 40 evergreen trees. Can we get some help for Sunday?    

b. Tubes: We ran out of tree sleeves. Bob priced purchase and found they were over $5 each and around 50 are needed. Alice contacted the Upper Susquehanna Coalition and asked for more. They gave us around 50 more and Alice and Andy went to Owego to pick them up. Sue put sleeves on many of the planted trees that were without.

c.  “Planting Trees to Improve Water Quality’: On September 21, Alice attended a workshop presented by the DEC in Big Flats, that discussed the importance of forests as riparian buffers to water quality. The current recommendation for buffer depth between agriculture and water sources is 100 feet of forested area.

d.  Bird List: Rob Highs from Wayland Cohocton School has given LLWIA a copy of the bird watch list that he has compiled for his students. He is helping Diane and Alice to edit the document and making it specific to LL and LLWP. Alice plans to have copies available by the New Year. John said he would print legal size color prints when it is ready. Diane has volunteered to monitor lists.
ISSUE:  Communication with watershed residents:
1. Articles for Link :

a. Suggestions for future articles: For Dec’s issue of the link, Alice has written an article on the weed conditions this summer. Hilary is scheduled to write an article on Japanese Knot Weed. For future Links, Alice will write an article on “Why Plant Trees” and one on light pollution. Eric has offered to write an up date on LLWP.
b. New Team:

The Association is graciously offered to include one full page, front and back for alliance publication. Diane Willey and Carol Reynolds will monitor article authors, layout, edit and print this insert. Thanks Ladies!
Other ISSUES:
1. Educational Efforts: Much thought has been given to a scheduled series of educational opportunities. It is felt that a lack of a meeting place on the Preserve is slowing planning. The LLChapel may be the temporary location. The birder list is a beginning step.

2. Wind Mills: Bernie reported that Barron Winds has been purchased. This has revived the stalled wind turbines proposed site east of Loon Lake. The board agreed that a letter expressing our opposition should be written and sent to the appropriate authorities. Bernie has offered to get information to help  LLWIA in writing the opposition letter. 

3. President’s report:


John reminded the group about the up coming NYSFOLA meeting on October 20. 

He also asked that persons who loaned LLWIA monies, be sent a letter forgiving the 

Tax deductable loan because of the favorability of this years tax laws. Bob will send out the letters in November.

John will reach out to the board members who gave not attended meetings regularly this season. 
Next Meeting:   November 10 (Saturday) at Bob Reynolds’s (at 9:00 a.m.) 42 East Lake Rd. No meeting in December or January.

