Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance Meeting Minutes

Date:
      May 12, 2018


Place:      Diane Willey’s     65 East Lake Road
Time:
      9:00 am
In attendance: (out of 11) Board: Eric Busch, John Hayden, Alice Publow. Bob Reynolds, Ed Sick, Paula Thoma, Diane Willey

 OTHERS: Jack & Susan Pryor, Bernie Thoma, Judy Kays, Hal Sussman, Karen Monroe, Zane Simonowicz
Treasurer’s Report:

A. General Fund   $4,886.30
B. Capital Fund  $17,000

C. Electric bill for April was $42.87 with 241 kwh of usage.  Credit is now$153.87. Jack and Bob will canvas Saturday afternoon for donations.
ISSUE:  Onsite Waste Treatment Systems (OWTS)
A. NYS Septic System Replacement Program: Bernie’s written report follows:

“Under the Program, counties in which priority geographic areas are located can access monies from the Fund to provide grants to reimburse property owners for up to 50% of the eligible costs (up to a maximum of $10,000) of their eligible septic system projects.

The Program provides grants for eligible "septic system projects" involving:

· the replacement of a cesspool with a septic system, or

· the installation, replacement or upgrade of a septic system or septic system components, or installation of enhanced treatment technologies, including an advanced nitrogen removal system.

NYS EFC and DEC have determined the eligible areas. For first round the eligible areas must be on the Final 2016 Section 303(d) Impaired Waterbody List.  Smith Pond is the only lake in Steuben County on the list.

Amy Dlugos, County Planning Director appears to be county contact (607) 664-2268. She provided a NYS DEC contact: Thomas Snow Jr. (518) 402-9395 or Thomas.Snow@dec.ny.gov.

Amy thinks program may go for five years so it may be possible that other lakes become eligible.

A couple things she said about program- Properties:

Must be within 250’ of lake

Must be primary homes, not second homes”

Discussion followed as to whether it was an Alliance issue because it just covered lake residences. The majority seemed to feel that both the Association and the Alliance should encourage inclusion of Loon Lake if the grant parameters are expanded. Diane, Bob and Bernie will try to meet with John Malter.
ISSUE: Wetlands Management:

1. Eric’s Report:

Signs with ‘Dos and Don’ts’ have been posted at LLWP and hours are dawn to dusk. Trails have been mowed and trash cans placed. Alliance visitors are requested to monitor the cans and take full bags away for disposal. The electrical boxes near the ‘camp ground’ have been disabled and marked as such. The water hydrants are working, but are pad locked to discourage vandalism. Eric, Alice and Ed have keys if volunteers need water use: however, the water is not potable. A motion was made and approved, for designated areas to be used for fireworks launch 2018 and limited parking. Planted areas will be roped of to avoid damage to new plantings.


Steuben County plans to continue removal of fill later this summer when Army Corp approval in confirmed.  The seeded areas that were graded last fall will need a small amount of spot seeding, which Eric will supervise.


The Management committee will meet to finalize the plans for future structures and have a proposal to present to LLWIA board for approval. The bridge across the creek will be first. Kevin will be asked to help in the bridge plans and materials list. Boy Scout venture crews have already expressed an interest in building. The LLWIA board voted to proceed with plans and construction of the bridge.
2. Trees: 
a. Alice thanked the volunteers for their help and other work crews will be scheduled. Approximately 150 milkweed plants have been delivered and will need to be planted along with over 100 more stream bed trees and shrubs. So far over 200 trees have been planted.

3.  Educators: Alice/Dede

a. Alice toured LLWP with Derek Chester, Geology and Ecology major from Alfred, who will be doing his senior thesis at LLWP. It will entail taking sediment core samples and discerning vegetation from long ago. This is done by analyzing pollen samples. He needed a full history of LLWP cover story.

5.  Tax Exemption:

John reported that an affidavit was finalized and sent to Megan Dorritie, LLWIA representing attorney. She will now schedule a meeting with the appellate board. Current assessment is $144,500 from $277,200 before purchase.

6. Pole Barn



a. Harvester storage: Brian Hamilton told LLWIA that there was no room in the Wayland town barn to store the new harvester and other equipment. LLWIA will coordinate with Harvester committee to possibly create harvester shelter and tool storage for LLWP. We cannot rent but consider will conveying some land at the northeast extreme for construction. Removal of the pole barn is in the future and could house the harvester for winter 2018/19. The board approved this plan and further partnership with the harvester committee.

7. Barn dismantling: is underway

8. Open House: Grand Opening for LLWP is scheduled for May 26 from 2:00 to 4:00 just before the Association’s annual meeting. The opening has been advertised in the Pennysaver and will be the start of the silent auction. Eric, Alice and Zane will conduct tours. Paula is looking for a ‘sandwich board on which to post signs and has flier to hand out. Possible ribbon cutting? Please come and invite any Memorial Weekend company you may have.
ISSUE: Aquatic Vegetation:

1. Benthic Mats: Angie emailed that the smaller one was raffled at last year’s fundraiser. The large one can be picked up for this summer. Sarah Allum has expressed interest, but Bob will put it on the web site.

ISSUE:  Communication with watershed residents:
1. Articles for Link: Possible articles for the ‘Link’ are a report on the Opening and one on the capitol fund drive.  Paula will talk to Sue again about LLWIA having our own insert page.
2. Fund Raising auction: Will begin at the Opening and conclude at ‘Celebrate the Lake’ on August 9. More items will be accepted for the auction.
Goose Nesting: Lots of goose pairs have been seen but few nests have been located. Those sited have had the eggs oiled. Ted Neufang will take over state reporting. He suggested ‘do it yourself ‘ action by individual property owners.

President’s report:

1. NYSFOLA Conference: Susan and John reported that the conference was “Wonderful”. It was very informative and enjoyable Approximately 220 were in attendance.
2. Annual Meeting: The date of annual meeting will by announced at the June meeting
3. ‘No Conflict of Interest’ forms will be supplied by John for signature of the board members. 
4. Treasurer: Kathy has officially resigned as treasurer, but it is not yet known if she has resigned from LLWIA board of directors. John will send her a letter of thanks.
Other Business:

1. Bat houses: Zane reported that Perkinsville FD would help put up the bat houses at requested homes. Some bat house are still available. 

2. Wind turbines. The already erected windmills are not being maintained because of lake of replacement blades. Their future is in question. Wayland has passed stricter regulation so the new construction is also in doubt.
Next Meeting:  June 9 at LL Chapel
Respectfully submitted by    Alice Publow   Secretary VP
