Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance minutes

Date:

May 13, 2017

Place:           John Hayden’s (21 East Lake Rd)

Time:

9:00 am

 In attendance: Board Members: Eric Busch, John Hayden, Alice Publow. Bob Reynolds, Paula Thoma. (Absent a quorum no official actions were taken).

OTHERS: Helen Sick, Sue and Bud St. George, Mike Kays, Jim Burns Sue Wajda, Floyd Haff, Mark Belanger, Jack & Susan Pryor, Angie Wichman, Bernie and Paula Thoma

TREASURER’S REPORT: 


There is $8,697.73 currently in the account.
ISSUE:  Onsite Waste Treatment Systems (OWTS)

PRIORITY: 1
Budget considerations:

a. John and Eric have not as yet met with George Ott to discuss budgeting of funds to help LL. On site sewer treatment is to be researched and discussed at a later time.

b. Bernie reported that the focus of the grant has changed to existing sewer problems. He suggested that LLWIA meet with state and local officials to refocus our efforts on fund to complete the waste management feasibility study. If no grant is available, where can funds be acquired? This discussion should be included in the talk with George Ott.

ISSUE:  Storm Water and Sediment Control

PRIORITY: 2
a. Bubblers:


Helen will resend the long file on “Lake Saver” aeration system to Bob for review.

b. Detention Ponds Possible:


1. Bob is to speak again to the landowner about a detention pond on the East Lake Road area. LLWIA may offer to reimburse the land owner for the possible increased insurance coverage or fencing.


2. Bob reported that the Mill Race pond had filled and drained as planned. Dale Varguson has offered to clean out sediment when the pond is dry. Sue Wajda thanked LLWIA for alleviating the flooding at their cottage.
ISSUE:  Communication with watershed residents:

PRIORITY:  

a. Weed skimmers and pledges:


Skimmers were handed out to those who wanted them and the rest will be handed out at the Loon Lake Association meeting.

b. NYSFOLA Conference:

 
Unfortunately, no LLWIA representative attended this year’s NYSFOLA conference.

ISSUE: Aquatic Vegetation:

a. Benthic mats:

Angie passed around the copy of the permit formed, filled out as an example. Four people are needed to handle the mats. They will be placed in June at Publow’s and Belanger’s and moved once during the summer.


B. Weevil Study:

Has been postponed until next summer.

Other ISSUES

A. Geese:

John, Bob and Ted treated 13 eggs. One nest of 4 had been flooded with the high lake levels.

B. Meyer’s Property:

 
Concerns have been expressed for years that the Meyer’s property has been used as access to southwest end area of Loon Lake, designated by the US Fish and Wildlife Services National Wetlands Inventory. There has been dumping, filling and construction of a roadway that are destroying the wetland and interfering with the natural flood plain. Violation complaints have been sent to US Army Corps of Engineers and to Wayland town, but no action has been taken to date (though Wayland has issued a violation notice to the owner almost one year ago.)

          This piece of property has been listed for sale. LLWIA would like to purchase the property in order to guarantee the protection and restoration of the wetlands and flood plain and embark on a plan to return them their natural state. Various action plans were discussed including the purchase of only the pasture and wetlands area and leaving the former business site for another buyer and price points were considered for both a purchase of the entire property and the pasture. Donations are sought for a wetland fund to be used for the purchase and it is hoped that pledges representing a significant portion of the price, which may be contingent on the purchase, will be available and that other sums may be loaned to the Alliance if the gift contributions are not sufficient to acquire the property.  
Next Meeting: 

Regular meeting is planned for June 3 at a place to be determined and notice posted on the LLWIA website and reported at the May 27th meeting of the Loon Lake Association. 
